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Exhibitions 2023 at Max Ernst Museum Brühl des LVR – New Director 

Madeleine Frey presents the program 2023 

Madeleine Frey has been director of the Max Ernst Museum since October this year. She 

followed Dr Achim Sommer, who retired at the end of August after 16 years in the position. 

In December, she presents the 2023 annual program and explains: "An exciting 

generational change is coming up. We would like to reach a diverse public with our 

exhibitions and new productions. So we invite everyone to get involved with the art 

projects, to discuss pressing questions of the 21st century and to participate actively 

in shaping processes." 

 

Exhibition program 2023 

Image. Max Ernst in Photographs 
January 15–April 23, 2023 

Next to Pablo Picasso and Andy Warhol, Max Ernst is one of the most photographed artist 

personalities of the 20th century. He was portrayed under various circumstances and in a 

variety of contexts. Private snapshots, classic portraits and posed arrangements with artist 

friends tell of his multifaceted personality and his colourful artist life. 

 

The spectrum of the around 150 selected images, which originated at various times and 

occasions, provide a photographic perspective on his life, which was  
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marked by his personal experience of two world wars and historical upheavals, by changes of 

location and his involvement with the group of Dadaists and Surrealists, first in the Rhineland, 

then in Paris, later in exile in the USA, as well as in Europe. 

 

The exhibition revolving around the representation of Max Ernst in the medium of photography 

presents the extensive collection holdings of the museum with photographs from, among 

others, Berenice Abbott, Henri Cartier-Bresson, Robert Lebeck, Lee Miller, Irving 

Penn and Man Ray, for the first time including an endowment of the artist Dorothea 

Tanning, the fourth wife of Max Ernst. 

 

Luise Straus Prize / Max Ernst Grant 
May 14–July 16, 2023 

In a duo-exhibition, the Max Ernst Museum Brühl des LVR presents the recipients of the Luise 

Straus Prize of The Rhineland Regional Council (LVR) and of the Max Ernst Grant, which is 

being awarded for the 53rd time by the City of Brühl to international art students. The grant is 

presented each year on the birthday of the artist Max Ernst, who was born in Brühl. The Luise 

Straus Prize honours a woman artist for “extraordinary works in the field of Fine Arts” and is 

presented every two years. 

 

Surreal Futures 
August 27, 2023–January 28, 2024 

Our times are defined by the effects of globalisation and digitalisation, by the climate crisis, by 

a contention with colonial structures and increasing diversity. Against this background, Surreal 

Futures gathers around 30 international positions from the fields of digital and media 

art that look at the urgent questions of the 21st century. 

 

In an examination of Surrealism and Max Ernst, contemporary tendencies are presented in the 

sense of a new form of “SurRealism”: an art that dreams itself beyond reality, which reflects 

changes in our lived-in world and visualises speculative future scenarios. 

 

The project, with contributions from seventeen countries, brings the currentness of 

Surrealism to life in interactive video works, virtual and augmented reality artworks, hybrid 

installations, digital collages and multimedia performances. Contemporary works will also be 

increasingly shown next to the works of Max Ernst within the collection for the first time. This 

creates a dialogue between Max Ernst and contemporary artists in light of current questions. 

 

Subject to change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://rheinland-ausgezeichnet.lvr.de/de/lvr_preise/luise_straus_preis/luise_straus_preis.html
https://rheinland-ausgezeichnet.lvr.de/de/lvr_preise/luise_straus_preis/luise_straus_preis.html
https://maxernstmuseum.lvr.de/en/max_ernst/max_ernst_stipendium/max_ernst_stipendium_1.html
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Schedule 
 

Image. Max Ernst in Photographs  

15.1.–23.4.2023 

Date of the Press conference: Friday, 13.1.2023, 11 a.m. 

 

Luise Straus Prize / Max Ernst Grant  

14.5.–16.7.2023  

Date of the Press conference: Friday, 12.5.2023, 11 a.m. 

 

Surreal Futures  

27.8.2023–28.1.2024 

Date of the Press conference: Friday, 25.8.2023, 11 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

Your contact for editorial questions and image requests:  

Max Ernst Museum Brühl des LVR (Rhineland Regional Council) 

Press and Media Work / International Public Relations  

Doris Vogel / Jari Ortwig 

Phone +49 (0) 2232 5793 –111 / –119  

Email: doris.vogel@lvr.de / jari.ortwig@lvr.de 

Web: www.maxernstmuseum.lvr.de 

 

 

Subscribe to our Newsletter and visit us on Facebook, Instagram und YouTube.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Photo credits (LTR): John Kasnetsis, Dorothea Tanning and Max Ernst with the sculpture 'Capricorn', Sedona, 
Arizona, 1948, photography, Max Ernst Museum Brühl des LVR, Max Ernst Foundation, © VG Bild-Kunst, Bonn 2022 
for Max Ernst; Madeleine Frey, Director, Max Ernst Museum Brühl des LVR, Photo: Marianne Miggel; David Alabo, Lust, 
2019, Digital Collage, Courtesy of the artist 
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