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The lesser-known facet of the artist: ALBERTO GIACOMETTI  

– UNVEILED SURREALISM at the Max Ernst Museum Brühl des LVR 

 

Brühl. / Paris. 30.08.2024. The Max Ernst Museum Brühl of the LVR is dedicating 
a major exhibition to Swiss sculptor, painter, and draughtsman Alberto Giacometti, 

starting on September 1st. Organized in collaboration with the Fondation 
Giacometti in Paris, the exhibition offers a unique perspective on Giacometti’s 

work, explored here through the lens of Surrealism and for the first time, highlights 
the artist’s friendship and creative ties with Max Ernst.  

The artist Alberto Giacometti (1901–1966) is considered one of the most important 

sculptors of the modern period. Known for his elongated and expressive sculptures 
created after the Second World War, Giacometti also produced a significant body of 

highly inventive and psychologically charged works in the 1930s, at a time when he 
was actively involved in the Surrealist circles, that formed around the writer André 
Breton in Paris in 1924, exactly one hundred years ago. 

On the occasion of Surrealism’s centennial, the exhibition presents sculptures, 

drawings, paintings, prints, photographs and archives, that reveal the breadth of 

his surrealist practice, testifying to the artist’s interest in the unconscious, 
aggressive and sexual impulses, an embrace of chance and the ambiguity of signs. 

The exhibition explores the extent to which Surrealism endured in Giacometti’s 
work, even beyond his official association with the movement, with the 
reemergence of certain surrealist motifs, themes, and methods reemerging his later 

postwar works. 

Dr. Friederike Voßkamp, Head of Collection at the Max Ernst Museum Brühl of the 

LVR, explains: “Among the surrealists, Giacometti was considered the 
surrealist sculptor par excellence. Surrealist influences can be traced even 
in his post-war works, including in his delicate, elongated figures, which 

remain his signature style to this day. Giacometti's membership in the 
circle of surrealists continued to influence his practice. Dreamlike states 

and chance procedures continued to play a role in his works even in the 
late 1940s and 1950s.” 

 Laura Braverman, Associate Curator at the Fondation Giacometti Paris, adds: 

“Giacometti’s works are highly enigmatic, designed to animate the 
observer’s unconscious thoughts. His surrealist works are simultaneously 

playful and threatening, alluring and unsettling. As this exhibition 
demonstrates, traces of Surrealism continue to « lurk » in his works, even 
after Giacometti was expelled from the surrealist group in 1935. The 

exhibition thus aims to give a broader, more fluid picture of what 
Surrealism can be, one that is not confined to the artist’s official 

participation in André Breton’s movement.” 

For the first time, the exhibition explores moments of friendship and creative 
affinity between Giacometti and Max Ernst. Both artists moved to Paris in 1922, the 

art capital at the time, met around 1929, worked in neighbouring studios in the 
1930s, and remained friends thereafter. The exhibition presents some 60 works—



 

sculptures, drawings, paintings, and prints—by Giacometti, and will also display 
works by Ernst in dialogue with Giacometti’s, as well as photographs and archives 

underscoring the ties between the two artists.  

Madeleine Frey, director of the Max Ernst Museum Brühl of the LVR, explains: 
“During Max Ernst’s visit to Giacometti’s family home in Maloja, 

Switzerland, in 1935, the artists took excursions to the Forno glacier. As 
Max Ernst wrote, both artists were seized by "sculptural fever" as they 

worked on stone sculptures. Max Ernst took three stones for his own 
collection, which are now housed in the Max Ernst Museum Brühl of the 
LVR. As part of this exhibition, they –once again– meet works by Alberto 

Giacometti.” 

The show is on view at the Max Ernst Museum Brühl of the LVR from September 1, 

2024, to January 15, 2025. Accompanying it is a richly illustrated trilingual 
catalogue and a supporting program. Further information on the exhibition and 

individual works can be found on a bilingual microsite: www.surrealistische-
entdeckungen.de 

 

Further information:  

www.maxernstmuseum.lvr.de and www.fondation-giacometti.fr 
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