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SURREALISTIC CREATURES 

Exhibition at Max Ernst Museum Brühl of the LVR 
October 3rd, 2021 to February 6th, 2022 

 

“Surrealistic Creatures”, an exhibition comprising around 140 works by 74 
international artists, devotes itself to the world of animals and fantastical 

creatures. You are invited to visit this unusual zoo at Max Ernst Museum 
Brühl of the LVR from October 3rd, 2021 to February 6th, 2022. 
 

This bestiary, which dominates the image worlds of Surrealism, has never been dealt 
with before in an exhibition with such scope and diversity, despite the fact that 

numerous artists have created their own corresponding private phantoms and hybrid 
creatures. Sometimes these turned out to be alter egos, such as the bird in the case 
of Max Ernst, the dog for Dorothea Tanning or the sphinx for Leonor Fini. 

 
The pieces, which include paintings, sculptures, works on paper, illustrated books and 

magazines as well as films are being shown together with literary texts. This spans an 
arc from the beginnings of the Surrealist movement in literature and the visual arts of 
the early 1920s up to the turn of this century. In addition, the selection of 

international artists from France, Belgium, Italy, Great Britain, Sweden, the Czech 
Republic, the USA and Mexico, among others, shows the worldwide range and network 

of the surrealist movement. 
 

The exhibition brings together works by the likes of André Breton, Luis Buñuel, 
Leonora Carrington, Salvador Dalí, Marcel Duchamp, Max Ernst, Meret 

Oppenheim, Man Ray and Pablo Picasso, as well as lesser-known pieces and 
respectively, works worth rediscovering, for example by Jean Benoît, Greta 

Knutson, Edith Rimmington, Friedrich Schröder-Sonnenstern or Remidios 
Varo. Moreover, the museum’s permanent collection will display lots of animal 
portrayals by Max Ernst that humorously and allusively populate his imaginative 

picture worlds. 
 

The show is curated by Dr Jürgen Pech, Chief Curator at Max Ernst Museum, who was 

awarded the Justus Bier Prize for Curators in 2020.  

 

We cordially invite you to the Press Conference and Preview on Friday, 1 October 

2021, at 11 a.m. in the Dorothea Tanning Hall of the Max Ernst Museum in Brühl. 
Please register in advance via email. 



Seite 2 

Organisationsbereich LVR-Direktorin, LVR-Fachbereich Kommunikation, Kennedy-Ufer 2, 50679 Köln; Leitung: 

Christine Bayer, Telefon: 0221 809-2781, Telefax: 0221 809-2889, Mail: presse@lvr.de, Internet: www.lvr.de 

 

 

 

 

Your contact for editorial questions and image requests:  

Max Ernst Museum Brühl of the LVR 

Press and Public Relations 

Doris Vogel 

Tel +49 (0) 2232 5793 - 111 

E-mail: doris.vogel@lvr.de 

International Public Relations  

Jari Ortwig 

Tel +49 (0) 2232 5793 - 119 

E-mail: jari.ortwig@lvr.de 

www.maxernstmuseum.lvr.de 

 

 

Visitor Service: 

Max Ernst Museum Brühl of the LVR 

Comesstraße 42 / Max-Ernst-Allee 1, 50321 Brühl, Germany 

www.maxernstmuseum.lvr.de 

Tel +49 (0) 2232 5793 -0 

 

Visit us also on Facebook, Instagram und YouTube.   

 

Hashtags for the exhibition: 

#SurrealAnimals #maxernstmuseum #LVR 
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